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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

The resignation of Claude H. Van Tyne from the board of editors 
of the Mississippi Valley Historical Review leaves his fellow editors 
with a keen sense of personal loss; and in announcing that resignation 
they wish to bear their testimony both to the high value of the assist- 
ance and advice that he ever stood ready to contribute freely, and to 
the pleasant and harmonious relations that always existed between him 
and his fellow editors. 

The American church history seminar of the Catholic University of 
America, at Washington, D. C, has just published its first Annual re- 
port on the work done by its member during the academic year, 1914- 
1915. In addition to work in historical methodology and criticism, the 
seminar as a whole has undertaken the collection and organization of a 
complete bibliography of the sources and materials for the study of 
American church history from 1492 to 1690, an enterprise which will 
greatly facilitate the future studies of the seminar. Each of the twelve 
members of the seminar was further set to research on some special 
subject; and in the field of western history, monographs are promised 
by Mr. Ammi Brown on the influence of the Quebec act on the American 
revolution ; by Rev. Daniel 'Connell on the Spanish inquisition in the 
Spanish colonies of the United States; by Rev. Philip Gordon on the 
historical value of the Jesuit relations. 

A brief article by Edgar R. Harlan, curator of the Historical Depart- 
ment of Iowa, is rich in suggestion regarding the use of the motion 
picture film as historical source material. The three and a half pages 
of the pamphlet, reprinted from the July, 1915, Annals of Iowa, make 
scarcely a beginning in the subject. It is to be, hoped that Mr. Harlan 
will expand his pioneer effort in this hitherto untouched field. 

The October issue of the Iowa journal of history and politics indicates 
a very practical and very modern phase of its field by publishing a dis- 
cussion of the legislation of the thirty-sixth general assembly of Iowa, 
which was in session from January to April, 1915 The author is Mr. 
Frank Edward Horack, of the State University of Iowa. Mr. Jacob 
Van der Zee, of the same institution, contributes an article on the his- 
tory of Presbyterianism in Iowa City. A large number of publications 
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are noticed, and comment is made on the activities of several historical 
societies. This issue, being the final one for 1915, includes an index to 
all four numbers of volume xm. 

The latest volume of the Wisconsin historical collections is a compre- 
hensive index of the preceding volumes, i-xx. 

Homer C. Hockett and Arthur M. Schlesinger have just published a 
syllabus of United States history. Both authors are of Ohio State Uni- 
versity. 

In the Magazine of history for June, Rev. O. "W. Backus, a staff officer 
of General Merritt, recounts his participation in the fight at Appomattox 
Court House ; Mrs. E. M. Gosse tells of some of the historic places in 
Old Eoxbury, Massachusetts ; General Philip Reade continues his article 
on Massachusetts at Valley Forge ; and Rear Admiral C. M. Chester re- 
lates "The romantic story of Rebecca Chester of New London." The 
documentary department contains a letter from Lincoln to Rev. James 
Lemen, quoted from a paper read by Mr. "W. C. MacNaul before the 
Chicago Historical Society in February, 1915; and a letter written by 
Franklin to Rev. Dr. Price, published in the Boston Transcript about 
seventy-five years ago, and now in the possession of a venerable gentle- 
man of Boston. 

The Catholic historical review for October prints an extremely interest- 
ing report by Bishop Flaget of the diocese of Bardstown to Pius VII, 
dated April, 1815, in which is given an account of Catholic activities in 
the states of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, and the territories of In- 
diana, Illinois, and Michigan. Two articles in the same number are of 
general historical interest: "Pioneer efforts in Catholic journalism 
in the United States (1809-1840)," and "Early conversions to the Cath- 
olic church in America (1521-1830)." 

The Ohio Valley Historical Association held its ninth annual meeting 
on October 21 and 22, 1915, at Columbus, Ohio. Five papers were read 
treating various phases of the general subject: "Early religious devel- 
opment in the Ohio valley. ' ' In addition there were single papers on : 
"Fixing the capital of Ohio"; "Woman suffrage in the constitutional 
conventions of Ohio"; "Political effects of the panic of 1837"; and 
"Early newspapers in the Virginias." 

Mr. Gilbert A. Tracy of Putnam, Connecticut, has recently printed 
the lecture delivered by Abraham Lincoln in Cooper's institute, New 
York, in February, 1860. The booklet includes the speech of introduc- 
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tion made on that occasion by "William Cullen Bryant, and a reprint 
from the New York Evening Post of an account, written by James A. 
Briggs in 1867, of the negotiations which resulted in the engagement of 
Mr. Lincoln to deliver the lecture. 

On October 9, the forty-fourth anniversary of the great Chicago fire, 
the Chicago Historical Society dedicated a room in its building to the 
fire department of Chicago. The room contains exhibits of great in- 
terest in the fire of 1871 and the Chicago fire department, the center of 
attraction being an old hand fire engine, which at the dedication was 
presented to the society in the name of the city of Chicago by Chief 
Thomas O'Connor. Tlie address of the evening was made by Colonel 
Francis A. Eastman, his subject being, "The old volunteer and later 
fire companies and the great fire of October 8-9, 1871." 

Local history in Kentucky literature is the subject of an interesting 
paper read by Otto A. Rothert before the Louisville Literary Club, Sep- 
tember 27, 1915, and privately printed. It is a reckoning of the use 
already made of episodes of Kentucky history by novelists, poets, and 
other literary workers, and a suggestion of fields of history and mines 
of material as yet unworked by them. 

The leading article in the Tennessee historical magazine for Septem- 
ber is entitled "The true route of the Natchez trace." In it Mr. Park 
Marshall aims to correct "what he considers a serious error in topo- 
graphical history" in regard to the location of the Natchez trace or 
Columbian highway, which has received support from even the publi- 
cations of the bureau of American ethnology. Mr. John H. De Witt 
concludes the article, begun in the June number, on General James 
"Winchester. The value of the article is increased by the printing of 
many letters from the "Winchester papers. Forty-six carefully annotated 
letters written by James K. Polk to Cave Johnson, between 1833 and 
1848, are contributed by the editor, St. George L. Sioussat. 

In the October number of the Southwestern historical quarterly ap- 
pears the first chapter of a study of "Administrative problems of the 
confederate post-office department," by L. R. Garrison. "William What- 
ley Pierson's study of the case of Texas versus "White is concluded in 
this issue. There are also articles by Robert Finney Miller on "Early 
Presbyterianism in Texas," and by Charles E. Chapman on "The Alto 
California supply ships, 1773-76." Another instalment of the series 
of British correspondence concerning Texas is printed in the documen- 
tary department. 



